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Thanks  to  all  of  you  who  continue  to  offer  your  assistance  in  my  numismatic  bio- 
graphy project.  As  stated  in  the  last  number,  I can  use  all  of  the  help  I can 
get.  Most  of  my  time  for  the  past  several  months  has  been  devoted  to  cataloguing 
and  conducting  my  last  two  sales,  and  I will  shortly  begin  preparing  the  cata- 
logue for  my  eighteenth  offering,  scheduled  for  late  April.  As  a result,  very 
little  time  has  been  spent  working  on  the  biographies;  however,  efforts  in  this 
regard  will  be  put  forth  as  time  allows.  In  the  meantime,  I welcome  all  contri- 
butions of  information,  material,  photographs,  etc.  which  will  make  the  finished 
product  a worthwile  emission. 

Reader  Chuck  Louie  recently  penned  a few  words  concerning  his  relationship  with 
the  late  half  dollar  specialist  A1  C.  Overton.  I found  his  rememberances  quite 
enjoyable,  and  felt  I should  share  them  with  you. 

"I  feel  that  maybe  I can  contribute  in  a small  way  by  reliving  some  of  the  fond 
memories  in  having  known  A1  C.  Overton  from  1968  to  1972. 

"I  was  still. a freshman  in  high  school  when  I met  Mr.  Overton  in  the  Spring  of 
1968.  At  the  time,  he  had  a coin  shop  in  Colorado  Springs  in  the  Western  Sav- 
ings Building,  just  a f ew  blocks  south  of  the  ANA  headquarters.  I would  skip 
school  lunch  from  time  to  time  so  that  I could  save  enough  money  to  visit  him 
maybe  once  a month.  He  was  such  a kind  person  and  was  always  very  patient 
with  me.  His  prices  were  very  reasonable,  and  he  knew  very  well  how  limited 
my  budget  was. 

"Of  course,  copies  of  his  half  dollar  die  varieties  book  (1st  edition)  were  on 
the  shelf;  they  sold  for  $12.50  and  with  great  excitement  he  spoke  of  them.  I, 
on  the  other  hand,  was  totally  oblivious  to  the  existence  of  early  halves;  and 
naturally,  did  not  bother  to  purchase  a copy.  It  was  with  this  fond  memory  of 
the  man  and  great  respect  for  him  that  I bid  on  his  first  edition  book  in  your 
XV  mail  auction  sale.  That  book  is  now  standing  very  proudly  on  my  book  shelf. 

"With  my  Congressional  appointment  to  the  U.  S.  Naval  Academy  in  1971,  I went 
away  for  school,  and  my  numismatic  activities  took  a role  of  considerably  less 
importance.  It  was  also  around  this  time  frame  when  A1  Overton  closed  his 
shop.  He,  however,  told  me  that  if  I wanted  to  buy  more  coins  from  him,  I was 
welcome  to  visit  him  at  his  home. 

"I  visited  A1  Overton  that  Christmas  when  I came  home  from  Annapolis.  I was 
able  to  save  a few  dollars  from  my  small  monthly  allowance  at  the  Academy,  and 
so  I made  my  biggest  purchase  ever  with  Mr.  Overton.  I still  own  most  of  those 


coins . 


hope  my  soliloquy  has  not  bored  you.  To  reminisce  about  a person  that  has 
a great  deal  to  oneself  is  always  a joy...  Besides,  it  is  a pleasant 
break  from  my  daily  professional,  technical  and  no-nonsense  style  of  writing 
as  a Naval  officer.  If  there  is  anything  I can  assist  you  with,  or  if  you 
desire  more  information  about  A1  Overton  and  his  shop  during  this  period  of 
his  life  from  a somewhat  personal  point  of  view,  my  eager  although  somewhat 
rusty  free-lance  writing  is  at  your  service." 

##***#****####*##*#*###*#*#**#*#####*#*##***#*##*##***#####*###*######*#####*#»** 

My  recent  sale  of  the  Hofmann  Library  was  a great  success,  and  I would  like  to 
thank  all  of  you  who  participated.  In  general,  the  bids  were  extremely  strong, 
and  more  than  a few  customers  had  to  be  disappointed  at  not  winning  certain 
lots,  despite  the  fact  that  they  were  willing  to  pay  substantially  above  the 
estimated  prices  for  those  lots.  The  highlight  of  the  offering  was  the  rare 
Maris  monograph  on  1794  coinage.  This  little  15  page  pamphlet  brought  a top 
bid  of  $2,090.00,  including  the  buyers  premium.  Lot  #215,  the  scarce  Hickcox 
work,  "An  Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage,"  was  purchased  for  $357.50; 
lot  #221,  the  Venn  monographs  on  three  dollar  gold,  large  cents,  half  cents  and 
two-cent  pieces,  commanded  $236.50;  and  William  T.  R.  Marvin’s  very  scarce  work 
on  the  coins  of  the  Grand  Masters  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  was  taken  at  $220.00. 
American  numismatic  periodicals  received  quite  a bit  of  attention,  with  the 
complete  set  of  "Mehl’s  Numismatic  Monthly"  selling  at  $1,100.00  on  a much 
higher  bid.  Lot  #382,  the  first  two  volumes  of  "The  Elder  Monthly,"  brought 
$429.00;  lot  #410,  comprised  of  sixty-two  different  early  Stack's  fixed  price 
lists,  commanded  $302.50;  and  lot  #415,  a nearly  complete  set  of  the  United 
States  Coin  Company's  "Coin  and  Medal  Bulletin,"  sold  for  $242.00. 

Early  plated  American  auction  catalogues  exhibited  a strength  not  seen  in  quite 
some  time,  led  by  a winning  bid  of  $1,650.00  for  the  Chapman  sale  of  the  Ralph 
Barker  cabinet.  Other  prices  for  plated  Chapman  catalogues  included  Morris 
($880.00),  Lambert  ($990.00),  Sargent  ($825.00),  Beckwith  ($660.00)  and  Nygren 
($132.00).  The  scarce  1920  Tom  Elder  sale  of  the  Henry  C.  Miller  collection 
brought  a surprisingly  strong  winning  bid  of  $1,3^7.50,  against  an  estimate  of 
$1,000.00.  Early  Stack's  sales  remain  in  favor  by  more  than  a few  bibliophiles, 
with  many  catalogues  bringing  prices  in  the  $50.00  to  $120.00  range! 

Discounting  the  lots  which  did  not  sell,  the  offering,  as  a whole,  brought  prices 
substantially  above  estimate.  Again,  my  most  sincere  thanks  to  all  of  you. 

a##*#####*#########**##*####*###**##*##**#*##*#***#**##*##*##*###*#######*##**### 

Congratulations  are  extended  to  Charlie  Davis  on  his  current  fixed  price  list  of 
numismatic  literature.  The  catalogue,  with  a cover  produced  in  facsimile  of  the 
Mortimer  L.  MacKenzie  sale,  lists  2,786  titles,  and  surely  contains  something  for 
just  about  every  taste  and  budget.  The  descriptions  are  succinct  and  accurate, 
and  Charlie’s  witty  commentary  interspersed  throughout  the  listings  makes  for  en- 
joyable searching.  There  is  also  a fine  analysis  of  the  recent  Kolbe/Spink  sale 
held  in  New  York.  I am  proud  and  privileged  to  have  received  one  of  a very  few 
"deluxe"  editions  containing  fine  color  photographic  illustrations.  Thanks, 
Charlie;  it’s  something  I'll  long  treasure.  Readers  interested  in  receiving 
Charlie's  lists  may  contact  him  at  P.  0.  Box  1412,  Morristown,  NJ  07960. 


>und  3mug,  but  "Cal  the  Soothsayer"  predicted  another  one  right; 
withdrawn  its  requirement  of  full  prepayment  ($900.00)  for  bourse 

Refunds  have  been  made.  Chuckle,  gloat!!! 
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On  January  23,  a little  party  was  held  at  a country  club  in  Maryland.  Among  the 
guests  were  Elvira  Clain-Stefanelli , E.  Harrison  Manville,  Cory  Gillilland,  Bar- 
ry Tayman , Mae  and  Joe  Clark,  John  Huffman,  Marlene  Bourne,  children,  grandchil- 
dren, and  others.  The  event  was  covered  by  the  local  press,  as  well  as  by  "Coin 
World."  There  was  a lively  band,  good  food  and  various  libations.  Good  fellow- 
ship abounded,  and  a grand  time  was  had  by  all.  A soon-to-be-published  biography 
was  presented.  An  autographed  paper  previously  read  before  the  American  Numis- 
matic Society  was  extended.  And,  the  Governor  of  Kentucky,  through  the  efforts 
of  one  Mr.  Champa,  proclaimed  the  newest  Kentucky  "Colonel." 

The  occasion?  Mr.  Frank  J.  Katen’s  85th  birthday!  That’s  not  a typo,  dear  rea- 
der. Our  venerable  elder  statesman  was  indeed  born  in  1903-  Yet,  it  was  not 
until  around  19^0  that  he  developed  an  interest  in  numismatics.  Just  a few  years 
later,  in  19^^,  Mr.  Katen  abandoned  his  career  in  industrial  relations  and  opened 
his  little  coin  shop  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Reproduced  below  is  his  first  ad 
which  appeared  in  the  December,  19^  issue  of  "The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine. 


9 JjJlSL  fobfL  (P&OpllL  — 

and . Qobtbu,  Joo! 

Especially  since  I attended  my  first  ANA  Con- 
vention. There  I found  that  names  in  New  York, 
Chicago,  El  Paso  and  Wichita  were  actual  people 
— real  nice  people.  Not  just  a printed  name  in  a 
coin  magazine  from  whom  I had  ordered  my  first 
1909-S  VDB,  uncirculated  if  you  please,  only  four 
or  five  years  ago. 

During  these  few  years  my  love  for  coins  has 
grown  until  it  became  a question  of  giving  up  my 
job  or  allowing  my  hobby  to  suffer.  There  was  only 
one  answer  as  any  real  coin  collector  will  tell  you — 
give  up  the  job.  It  was  a good  job  too — industrial 
relations — although  many  will  argue  whether  in- 
dustrial relations  men  are  necessary. 

Anyway,  by  the  time  this  advertisement  ap- 
pears, I will  have  opened  a real  coin  store  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.  I hope  to  be  able  to  attend  to  the 
requests  of  foreign  coin  collectors,  particularly  in 
minor  coins,  as  well  as  carry  as  complete  a stock 
as  possible  of  U.S.  coins. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  invite  collectors 
to  visit  with  me  when  going  through  New  Eng- 
land? Also  to  thank  friends  for  their  many  expres- 
sions of  best  wishes. 

☆ ☆ ☆ 

FRANK  J.  KATEN 

486  State  Street  New  Haven,  Conn. 


SAY  YOU  SAW  IT  IN  THE  NUMISMATIC  SCRAPBOOK  MAGAZINE 
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Are  we  not  fortunate  that  Mr.  K.  elected  to  professionally  join  our  ranks?  From 
the  outset,  literature  was  a featured  offering  of  nearly  all  of  his  fixed  price 
lists  and  auction  catalogues.  I feel  certain  that  in  those  early  years  Mr.  Katen 
never  dreamed  that  Chapman  catalogues  with  plates  would,  in  his  lifetime,  sell 
for  thousands  of  dollars;  nor  that  a 15  page  monograph  on  179*1  coinages  would 
someday  bring  nearly  five  thousand  dollars;  nor  that  more  than  one  "bibliomaniac" 
would  be  willing  to  part  with  more  than  $10,000.00  to  acquire  six  small  volumes 
of  the  official  journal  of  the  American  Numismatic  Association.  Oh,  to  have  been 
there.  To  have  experienced  the  hobby  as  it  existed  in  the  post-war  and  pre-Mc- 
Carthy years.  To  have  known  the  likes  of  Blake  and  Mosher  and  Chell-Frost  and 
Gould  and  Kaplan  and  Grant  and  so  many  others.  To  have  been  able  to  walk  into 
a small  coin  shop  in  New  England  and  purchase  a book  or  even  a coin  (sans  grading 
certificate)  from  a proprietor  who  placed  the  welfare  of  the  hobby  before  person- 
al gain.  Alas!  I was  born  in  the  year  Mr.  Katen  took  that  one  giant  step  into 
our  ranks. 

There  is  much  to  be  told  of  the  events  of  this  era,  and  so  few  left  to  tell  the 
stories.  Frank  Katen  is  one  of  those,  and  I would  like  to  take  this  opportunity 
to  extend  an  offer  to  him  to  allow  this  humble  publication  to  serve  as  a medium 
for  his  narratives.  Frank? 

Happy  Birthday,  Colonel  Katen!  And  may  you  enjoy  many,  many  more! 

*##########*###*#######*###########*####*#####*##*###**######*###########**###### 

A LETTER  FROM  UNCLE  GEORGE  TO  HIS  NEPHEW  JOHN. 

A School  of  Correspondence  for  Collectors. 


My  Dear  John: 

We  are  drawing  pretty  near  to  the  end  of  another  collecting  year.  There  are  some 
things  to  regret,  such  as  coins  we  have  missed,  but  there  are  many  things  to  be 
thankful  for.  One  of  the  things  I regret  is  not  sending  a bid  for  a coin  I had 
wanted  for  years.  I was  willing  to  pay  up  to  fifty  dollars  for  it,  but  since  its 
previous  record  was  about  one  hundred  dollars,  I refrained  from  bidding.  The 
coin  brought  thirty  dollars!  The  moral  of  this  is  - if  you  want  a coin  offered 
in  a sale,  bid  on  it  - don’t  stay  away  because  you  think  some  collector  may  bid 
more  for  it.  That's  just  the  way  lots  of  bidders  get  left  out. 

There's  one  thing  I am  particularly  thankful  for;  none  of  the  big  cataloguers  and 
dealers  went  on  strike  and  refused  to  sell  coins.  A strike  is  a dispute  between 
Capital  and  Labor,  but  as  the  two  are  combined  in  the  person  of  the  cataloguer- 
dealer,  why  should  he  go  on  strike? 

But  all  jokes  aside,  it  would  be  a serious  thing  for  us  if  he  did  - to  whom  should 
we  go  for  coins?  Fancy  having  to  run  around  to  all  the  second-hand  junk  stores 
in  town  and  turn  over  all  the  old  boxes  and  trays  of  coins  in  search  of  Liberty 
Cap  1793  cents  and  rare  Jackson  tokens.  I tried  it  the  other  day,  and  next  time 
I'll  take  a pail  of  disinfectant  with  me;  some  of  the  coins  I handled  needed  it 
badly  - so  I left  them  there. 

Of  course  there  is  nothing  wrong  in  buying  coins  from  others  than  regular  dealers. 
Every  evening  I look  in  the  daily  papers  and  study  the  advertisements  under  the 
heading  "Articles  for  Sale."  I scan  those  beginning  with  a large  "C,"  always  in 
hope  of  seeing  "Collection  of  coins"  offered,  but  I look  in  vain.  Plenty  of  ad- 
vertisements start  with  a "C,"  but  it's  always  "Cooking  range  in  good  order," 


-5- 


or  "Camera,"  or  something  I do  not  want.  Only  once  have  I seen  a "Collection  of 
rare  coins"  offered.  I went  a half  hour’s  trolley  ride  to  the  other  end  of  the 
city,  and  saw  one  of  the  nicest  collections  of  cents  and  half-cents  I have  ever 
seen.  The  collector  was  a man  fully  seventy  years  of  age  and  every  coin  was  in 
fine,  or  very  fine,  condition  - but  beautifully  polished  red!  Besides  these  he 
had  a general  collection  of  over  three  thousand  pieces  from  all  over  the  world  - 
all  polished  bright  with  infinite  labor  and  care.  It  was  a work  of  love  with 
him,  keeping  his  coins  in  first-class  condition.  "I  always  have  done  it,  sir," 
he  said;  "most  of  the  coins  one  buys  are  in  such  condition  that  they  need  a good 
cleaning . " 

I walked  home,  and  only  the  stars  know  what  I muttered  to  myself  during  the  four- 
mile  walk.  I am  glad  the  cataloguer-dealers  do  not  feel  called  upon  to  polish  up 
the  coins  they  offer  us.  Probably  if  they  did  they  would  charge  the  buyer  an  ad- 
ditional five  per  cent,  though  why  they  should  charge  us  at  all  for  the  privi- 
lege of  buying  their  coins  is  more  than  I can  imagine.  Perhaps  they  wish  to  make 
both  ends  meat  - no,  that’s  not  a mistake,  I meant  meat  - not  meet. 

I was  reading  only  last  night  the  annual  report  of  the  A.N.A.  for  1919.  One  thing 
surprised  me  greatly.  In  the  last  year  they  lost  eighty-nine  members  by  non-pay- 
ment of  dues.  Now  there  must  be  a reason  for  so  many  dropping  out  - and  I fancy 
the  reason  is  not  hard  to  find. 

I know  that  it  is  very  easy  and  human  to  criticize;  a medical  man  will  tell  you  it 
is  easier  to  make  a diagnosis  in  some  cases  than  to  prescribe  a cure  for  the  dis- 
ease. But  I wonder  why  eighty-nine  members  dropped  out  in  one  year.  It  would  be 
unfair  to  place  the  blame  on  the  officers  - we  must  look  for  the  cause  elsewhere. 

I think  collectors  generally  are  to  blame,  the  more  experienced  ones  especially; 
they  do  not  give  the  young  collector  the  helping  hand  and  advice  he  needs.  Only 
recently  a collector  wrote  me  as  follows:  "Say,  I get  so  mad  at  times  that  I 
would  tear  things  to  pieces  when  I get  up  against  something  in  the  coin  line  that 
is  new  to  me,  and  I do  not  understand,  and  there  is  no  one  to  talk  to  about  it. 

If  it  were  not  for  you  I would  never  get  to  the  bottom  of  these  things  at  all. 

Oh,  that  there  was  a society  of  coins  collectors,  or  one  like  yourself  in  this 
town  that  I could  talk  to,  and  not  have  to  ask  so  many  questions  by  mail.  It  is 
like  taking  a course  in  the  school  of  correspondence." 

That's  my  prescription  - a School  of  Correspondence  for  Collectors.  There  are 
scores  of  collectors  in  this  country  quite  capable  of  conducting  a class  in  such 
a school.  There  are  scores  of  collectors  who  would  be  only  too  pleased  to  join 
such  classes.  Why  not  get  them  into  touch  with  each  other? 

It  would  make  all  the  difference  in  the  world  if  a young  collector  had  some  ex- 
perienced friend  to  whom  he  could  submit  the  questions  concerning  coins  that  now 
puzzle  him.  Instead  of  throwing  up  the  hobby  in  disgust,  he  would  find  his 
interest  and  pleasure  in  it  increase  from  week  to  week.  And  in  time  he  would 
graduate  and  become  a teacher  himself,  and  help  to  make  the  path  easier  for 
others  to  walk  in. 

The  teacher  would  find  it  pleasant  work,  he  would  give  help  and  information  to 
those  in  need  of  it,  and  this  in  itself  would  bring  his  reward.  His  own  interest 
in  numismatics  would  be  quickened  and  increased,  and  he  would  share  the  benefit 
and  pleasure  with  his  pupil. 

UNCLE  GEORGE 


(Reprinted  from  "Mehl’s  Numismatic  Monthly,"  Vol.  X,  No.  12.  Ft.  Worth,  1919). 
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Back  to  my  numismatic  biography  project  for  a moment.  I failed  to  mention  that, 
to  be  included  in  the  book,  one  must  be  more  or  less  dead.  Seriously,  the  work 
is  intended  to  be  a memorial  to  those  who  have  gone  before  us  and  who  laid  the 
foundation  for  our  great  hobby.  Although  today  we  are  blessed  with  many  indi- 
viduals who  will  someday  be  remembered  for  their  contributions,  their  stories 
have  not  been  completed.  Certainly  no  numismatist  has  done  more  research  and 
penned  more  meaningful  references  on  American  coins  than  has  the  inimitable 
Walter  Breen.  But  Walter's  work  is  not  finished;  there  is  surely  much  more  to 
be  forthcoming  from  this  extraordinary  talent.  Let's  wait  until  the  work  is 
done . 


At  the  same  time,  perhaps  the  pages  of  "The  Repository"  can  serve  as  a source  of 
biographical  information  on  those  dedicated  scholars  still  amongst  us.  Back  in 
1945  and  1946,  Frank  Causey  Wilson,  in  his  "Monthly  Rare  Coin  Bulletin,"  regular- 
ly featured  brief  biographical  sketches  of  his  contemporaries.  Perhaps  by  imi- 
tating Mr.  Wilson's  (no  relation-CW)  column,  "The  Repository"  can  at  least  lay 
a cornerstone  for  those  in  the  future  who  may  someday  want  to  compile  a docu- 
mentary covering  our  time.  To  this  end,  I would  welcome  biographical  information 
from  anyone  who  would  care  to  provide  it.  One  need  not  be  a "name"  numismatist 
in  order  to  qualify  for  inclusion.  There  are  many  collectors  who  silently  go 
about  enjoying  their  hobby,  yet  make  numerous  contributions  which  go  unrecog- 
nized. If  you  would  like  to  be  included  in  this  project,  send  me  a few  pages. 

If  you  know  of  someone  else  who  you  feel  would  make  a good  subject,  obtain  the 
facts  and  drop  them  in  the  mail.  Naturally,  if  a sketch  is  not  autobiographical, 
I will  contact  the  individual  profiled  prior  to  publishing  the  information,  in 
order  to  request  permission  and  to  verify  that  the  biography  is  accurate. 

Let's  get  this  thing  started. 

KENNETH  E.  BRESSETT 

Ken  Bressett's  numismatic  expertise  is  extensive.  For  over  twenty  years,  he  has 
served  as  coordinating  editor  of  "A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins."  Ken  has 
also  authored  several  collector's  reference  books,  among  them  "Let's  Collect 
Coins,"  "Buying  and  Selling  United  States  Coins,"  "The  Guide  Book  of  English 
Coins,"  and  "Basics  of  Coin  Grading  for  U.  S.  Coins." 

In  addition,  Mr.  Bressett  has  written  many  articles  for  the  coin  collecting  hobby 
and  served  as  managing  editor  of  the  monthly  "Whitman  Numismatic  Journal"  from 
1964  through  1968.  Recognized  internationally  as  one  of  the  leading  authorities 
in  the  field  of  numismatics,  he  has  done  extensive  research  on  early  American 

coins . 

In  1977,  Ken  coordinated  the  editing  and  publishing  of  the  American  Numismatic 
Association's  Grading  Standards  book,  and  each  year  serves  as  an  instructor  on 
the  subject  at  the  A.N.A.  Summer  Seminar. 

A popular  speaker,  Bressett  has  addressed  audiences  throughout  the  country  for 
the  past  thirty  years.  He  is  a life  member  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society 
and  the  Royal  Numismatic  Society  of  England.  In  1966  he  was  appointed  to  serve 
on  the  United  States  Assay  Commission. 

Recently,  he  worked  as  an  advisor  for  rare  coin  investments,  bringing  together 
the  elements  of  traditional  collecting  enjoyment  and  investment  potential  through 
educational  and  instructive  programs  and  later  served  as  Director  of  Authentica- 
and  Grading  Services  for  the  American  Numismatic  Association  in  Colorado 
.Springs,  Colorado. 
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Ken  presently  is  Director  of  Educational  Programs  for  the  A.N.A.  and  is  involved 
in  publication  of  numismatic  information  in  all  forms  from  books  to  TV  and  video 
programs . 

Ken  and  his  wife  Bert  reside  in  Colorado  Springs.  They  have  two  sons,  a daughter 
and  one  grandchild. 

*#****##*#####*#**#******##*##*##**##*##*###*#***##**#**##*#*###**#*#***#***#**#* 

It  seems  like  I’m  always  asking  for  help,  so  why  break  tradition?  For  a number 
of  years  I have  compiled  a mass  of  newspaper  clippings,  photographs,  etc.,  per- 
taining to  the  activities  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society.  These  items 
have  recently  been  mounted  in  a large  scrapbook,  which  I keep  in  my  office  where 
it  may  be  perused  by  collectors.  Essentially,  I consider  the  scrapbook  the  prop- 
erty of  the  N.B.S.,  and  I guess  that  I have  sort  of  appointed  myself  as  the  un- 
official historian  of  the  organization. 

Unfortunately,  over  the  years,  I have  failed  to  clip  accounts  of  some  of  the 
activities  of  the  Society.  As  a result,  there  are  a number  of  gaps  in  the  chron- 
ological history.  Most  of  the  articles  were  obtained  from  the  pages  of  "Coin 
World"  and  "Numismatic  News."  The  first  article  that  I have  chronicles  the  1980 
meeting  held  during  the  A.N.A.  convention  in  Cincinnati.  That,  for  all  practi- 
cal purposes,  was  the  first  formal  gathering  of  the  group.  However,  it  was  at 
the  St.  Louis  convention  in  1979  that  the  idea  of  the  Society  was  developed  by 
about  a dozen  zealots  who  congregated  at  an  informal  dinner  meeting.  If  memory 
serves  me  correctly,  one  of  the  numismatic  papers  reported  this  event;  however. 


if  that  is  true,  I do  not  have  the  article.  I also  do  not  have  coverage  for 
1981,  1982,  1984  or,  surprisingly , 1987.  I'm  certain  that  I clipped  various  ar- 
ticles concerning  these  events,  but  have  misplaced  them.  In  any  event,  if  any  of 
you  can  provide  assistance  in  this  matter,  I would  be  most  appreciative.  As  I 
stated,  I consider  the  scrapbook  the  property  of  the  N.B.S.,  and  when  the  day 
arrives  that  the  Society  appoints  an  official  historian,  I will  gladly  pass  the 
material  along. 

ft******************************************************************************** 

Lot  #1375  in  the  Hofmann  sale  was  a photograph  of  the  attendees  at  the  1907  A.N.A. 
convention  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  The  item  was  originally  given  as  a souvenir  at  the 
1938  convention,  held  in  the  same  city,  by  dealer  Horace  M.  Grant.  I thought  you 
might  like  to  see  a reproduction. 


First  row: 
Second  row: 
Third  row: 
Fourth  row: 

The  child  in 


Messrs.  Gies,  Wright,  Heath,  Zerbe,  Wood, 
Messrs.  Yawger,  Schwartz,  S.  H.  Chapman, 
Messrs.  Ginn,  Elder,  Duffield,  Williams, 
Messrs.  Clark,  Coover,  Marcuson,  Keech, 
Whitsett,  Henderson, 
the  front  row  is  unidentified. 


King,  Frey,  Green,  Leon. 
Henry  Chapman,  Granberg. 
Misner . 

Walworth,  Mitchelson,  Buck, 


The  photograph  from  which  Grant's  souvenir  was  reproduced  originally  belonged  to 
Mr.  Charles  A.  Davis  of  Boston. 

*#*#***#**#*###*#########*#######*###*#*##**##**#****»*»*»***********#**#,,,MMM,**# 


This  issue  is  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  Glen  Smedley.  We'll  miss  him  greatly. 


CAL  WILSON  - 4501  EGGERS  DR.,  SUITE  C,  FREMONT,  CA  94536 


(415)  792-4133 


